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September 2011 General Meeting 
 
The next General Meeting of the Willow Meadows Civic Club will be held at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 13, in 
the Chapel of Willow Meadows Baptist Church. Our guest speaker will be Metro’s Karen Marshall, who will 
discuss transit plans for US 90A, including light rail extending from the Beltway to the Texas Medical Center. 
Please join us. 

September 2011 
 
    Inside this issue 
 
Phone Contacts  2 
October 2 Picnic 3 
Trolley Routes  5 
Scammer in WM 6 
Treasurer’s Report 8 
Help with Directory 10 
Run for Office?  11 
Resist Crime  12 
Beautification  13 
Mayor’s Conservation 14 
Red ES Carnival 15 
Officer Recognition 16 
Call Security Patrol? 17 
2012 Budget  18 
Security Report  20 
Trash Schedule  23 
Advertising   25 
 
 
 
See picnic trolley map on 
page 5. 
  

 
 
 
 

Nominations for the 2012 

Willow Meadows Board 

are open until the third 

quarter General Meeting. 

President’s Letter  
 

We all continue to see the effects on our neighborhood of 

an extremely hot and dry summer. With the current water 

restrictions it will be a challenge to keep our neighborhood 

trees and landscaping in healthy condition. Many of our 

trees seem to be suffering. Please follow the water  

restrictions and conserve water as this drought does not 

appear to be ending anytime soon. 

 On a happier note, I am looking forward to the 

community picnic to be held October 2
nd

. Please consider 

getting involved in this wonderful event. John Mooney is 

the person to contact and has lots of opportunities for 

volunteers. 

 

The Board and committees continue to work on 

modifications of the outdated deed restrictions, the 

mosquito abatement program, the budget review, 

neighborhood beautification and security issues. If you 

wish to participate in any of these areas or serve on any of 

the committees, please give me a call (713-728-5153). 

 

I want to welcome two new Board members. James 

Kadlick is now At-Large Position 5 and Chair of the 

Architectural Control Committee. Virginia Huston will 

serve in At-Large Position 3. 

 

I also want to thank long-term Board member Garry 

Weisman for his years of service. We wish him well in his 

new home in another neighborhood. 

 

 I look forward to hearing from you and please do a rain 

dance! 

 

 
Julia Floyd, President    

       
  

     
        

 

 

http://www.willowmeadows.org/
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Willow Meadows Civic Club, Inc. 
P. O. Box 35551, Houston, Texas 77235 

 
2011 Board of Directors 

 

Position Director Phone E-Mail 

President Julia Floyd (713) 728-5153 President@willowmeadows.org 

Vice President Erich Wolz (713) 797-4645 Vicepresident@willowmeadows.org 

Treasurer Robert Szafranski (713) 721-4971 Treasurer@willowmeadows.org 

Secretary Emory Glover (713) 729-0445 Secretary@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 1 Stephen Polnaszek (713) 721-8425 At-large-1@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 2 Jonathan Roach (713) 623-4531 At-large-2@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 3 Virginia Huston (713) 806-7119 At-large-3@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 4 John Mooney (713) 721-6523 At-large-4@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 5 James Kadlick (281) 948-8031 At-large-5@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 6 Joey Canahuati (713) 723-4522 At-large-6@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 7  Howard Lindsay (713) 729-7808 At-large-7@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 8 Cynthia Mora (713) 723-1788 At-large-8@willowmeadows.org  

    

2011 Committee Chairs  

Position Chair Phone E-mail 

Architectural Control James Kadlick (281) 948-8031 Architecture@willowmeadows.org 

Budget Planning Cynthia Mora (713) 723-1788 At-large-8@willowmeadows.org 
Deed Restrictions 

Enforcement 
Jonathan Roach (713) 623-4531 Deed@willowmeadows.org 

Deed Restrictions 
Revision 

John Mooney (713) 721-6523 At-large-4@willowmeadows.org 

Maintenance Joey Canahuati (713) 723-4522 Beautification@willowmeadows.org 

Mosquito Abatement (Vacant)  At-large-3@willowmeadows.org 
Newsletter, Web Howard Lindsay (713) 729-7808 Editor@willowmeadows.org 

Security Stephen Polnaszek (713) 721-8425 Security@willowmeadows.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political  Directory 
  
County Commissioners: 
Precinct 1, El Franco Lee 
(Outside the Loop) (713) 755-6111 
Precinct 3, Steve Radack 
(Inside the Loop) (713) 755-6306 
  
Houston City Council: 
Mayor Annise Parker (713) 837-0311 
Anne Clutterbuck, District C (832) 393-3004 
  
Texas State Representative (512) 463-0518 
Al Edwards, District 146  
  
Texas State Senator (512) 463-0113 
Rodney Ellis, District 13 (713) 236-0306 
  
HISD Board of Education (713) 556-6121 
Paula Harris, Red ES 
Michael Lunceford, Johnston MS 
Lawrence Marshall, Westbury HS 
Michael Lunceford, Bellaire HS 

 

Useful  Contact  Information 
 
Imminent Threat   911 
HPD Dispatch   (713) 884-3131 
WM Security Patrol (713) 447-0200 
 

 

www.willowmeadows.org 
 

 
Houston Service Helpline 311 (from land line) 
From cell phones, call 713-837-0311 

Call 311 for all non-emergency city service needs, such 
as problems with Garbage and Heavy Trash Pickup, 
Water/Sewer Repairs, Weeds Blocking View, Street 
Sign or Street Light Maintenance, Odor Hotline, or Dead 
Animals.   
 

City of Houston Online:  www.houstontx.gov  

 

Use this website to report all city service 
needs, as described above.  Click the 
311 emblem (shown, left) on the 
Homepage to access an online form. 

 
Animal Control (713) 238-9600 

 

Harris County Flood Control  (713) 684-4197 
 

mailto:President@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Vicepresident@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Treasurer@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Secretary@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-1@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-2@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-3@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-4@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-5@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-6@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-7@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-8@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Architecture@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Deed@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Beautification@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Editor@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Security@willowmeadows.org
http://www.houstontx.gov/
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Neighborhood Picnic Set for October 2  
By John Mooney, Board Member, At-Large Position 4 

 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

 
It's hard to believe that as you read this article we are only a few weeks away from COOLER 
weather!  That's right--historically, we get our first cool front through the Houston area 
sometime around September 15th.   After days on end of 100 degree plus weather, we will all 
enjoy the relief.  Speaking of relief, with the promise of cool weather on the way, the Willow 
Meadows Civic Club has organized the annual fall picnic for Sunday, October 2nd at Willow 
Park.  Mark your calendars right now, because you are not going to want to miss this year's 
picnic. 
 
Organized along the same line as last yearΩs picnic, this event will be the kickoff event for 
National Night Out activities in Willow Meadows.  You will have an excellent opportunity to 
meet your friends and neighbors and perhaps make plans for National Night Out activities on 
the following Tuesday.  There will be free food for Willow Meadows residents, live 
entertainment, and lots of fun and activities.  Mayor Annise Parker is planning to attend the 
picnic this year, as part of the City support for National Night Out.  We will also have a 
commercial expo for neighborhood merchants and businesses along with an arts and crafts 
show. 
 
Free food - This year we will be offering free hot dogs and hamburgers--hot off the grill--for our 
residents.  Free chips and bottled water will also be available. Food is available until it runs out.  
If you are on a special diet or just want something different,  we all know that the best food 
comes from our own kitchens, and you are encouraged to bring a picnic basket with your very 
own favorite treats. Talking about treats, this year we will also have an ice cream cart with free 
frozen treats for everyone. 
 
While you are enjoying your picnic lunch, we invite you to enjoy one of the several 
entertainment groups that will be performing at the Gazebo.  We will have the group Silver 
Shoes on a return engagement along with singer/songwriter Jack Saunders.  Many of you will 
also remember the local neighborhood performers - The Moudry Sisters.  For the kids, we will 
have a bounce house and face painting.   Also, please don't miss the opportunity to visit with 
our local merchants.  Many will be offering free giveaways and special opportunities.  It is these 
local merchants that actually help to fund all of the free activities.  Please take a moment to 
stop by and thank them for their support.  We still have some sponsorship opportunities 
available for local merchants and we can accept last-minute reservations for the commercial 
expo. You can contact any officer for more information.  
 
New this year, we are even offering residents a free ride to the park.  You do not need to fight 
the traffic or spend time looking for a parking spot near the park.  Starting at 1:00 pm and 
running thru the end of the picnic, we will have our very own old-time trolley service circulating  
 



Page 4                                                                    WM News                                                             September 2011 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
throughout the neighborhood to pick up residents and deliver them to the park.  A ride home is 
also part of the deal.  One trolley will serve residents south of West Bellfort, and a second 
trolley will pick up residents north of W. Bellfort.  You can catch the trolley as it moves along its 
route (see map).  You can also park at the Willow Meadows Baptist Church and take advantage 
of our very own Willow Meadows Park and Ride. 
 
The Willow Meadows picnic is a volunteer effort on all levels.  The officers and directors of the 
civic club will be responsible for helping to set up before and cleaning up after the picnic. 
Vendors and Sponsors volunteer their time and money to help make the picnic a fun time for 
all. All of the special features of the picnic are underwritten by our very generous sponsors.  If 
you would like to share in the rewards of helping to produce this event for the neighborhood, 
its really not that difficult.  Just volunteer.  We have plenty of jobs available.  Additional plans 
and volunteer assignments will be made at the September general meeting at Willow Meadows 
Baptist Church. The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 13th, 7:00 -9:00pm.   I 
sincerely hope to see you there!  MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR THE PICNIC.  WE REALLY 
WANT YOU THERE. 
 

2011 Sponsors for the Willow Meadows Neighborhood Picnic 
 
 

¶ David Montz - ReMax Realty - Entertainment 

¶ CJ Brock - CJ Brock Insurance Agency -  Neighborhood Trolley - The Red Line 

¶ Claire Bland - Austin Landscaping Company - Neighborhood Trolley - The Green Line 

¶ Randall Doe - Heritage Realty - Ice Cream treats 

¶ Richard Ray -  John Daugherty Realtors -  Bounce House and Face Painting 

¶ John & Dee Ann Mooney - The Positive Image - Signs and Graphics 
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A Scammer Apprehended in Willow Meadows  
 
At the June 8, 2011, General Meeting of the Willow Meadows Civic Club, Officer 

Matt Ham described the situation in late April, 2011, when he responded to a phone 
call f rom a neighborhood resident who was suspicious of a young man who was 
soliciting funds from her.  What follows is Officer Hamôs account of the situation. 

 
There was a 22 -year -old white male, looking fairly preppy like any college kid, 

wearing an Abercrombi e shirt and other clothing that was not cheap.  He had gone 
to Stephen Polnaszekôs and several other houses, knocked on their doors, and told 
everybody different information.  He had material with him to support his sale of 

magazines, but he also had other  pitches that he made to supposedly r aise money 
in support of youth  sports efforts.  

 
He told one resident at Piermain and Nenana that he was 17 years old and was 
trying to raise money for his high school baseball team.  It was around noon and 

the resident thought that it was strange that he wasnôt in school, especially since 
schools normally do not send out kids to try to raise money during the day.  He 

kept trying to ply various pitches, trying to look into her house, and finally saying 
ñCan I just come in?ò  The resident thought that it was a bit strange, so she gave 
the Security Patrol a call, telling Officer Ham that the young man was now walking 

down Piermain toward OôMeara and asking if he would go over there and check it 
out.  

 
Officer Ham drove over t here and saw the young man at Piermain and OôMeara, 
next to a house that was up for sale.  Officer Ham knew that the house was vacant 

and that nobody was supposed to be there.  The suspicious young man was walking 
around the outside of the house, looking i nto the windows, and looking around to 

make sure that nobody was watching him.  Officer Ham stopped the car and went 
up to him and said ñHey, howôs it going, and what are you up to?ò  The reply was, 
ñIôm just selling magazines.ò  Officer Ham then asked him for his name and his age.  

He said, ñWell, Iôm 18.ò  Then Officer Ham asked for his date of birth.  He said that 
he was born in 1988.  Well, that would make him 22, so the young man was 

obviously lying about something.  At that point Officer Ham put him i n handcuffs 
and detained him for a bit.  The Officer could also tell that the young man had been 
smoking some drugs earlier on.  

 
Officer Ham looked at his cell phone and noted that he had gotten a text message 

from one of the other people with that group o f scammers working the 
neighborhood asking , ñDid the police see you?ò  So there was somebody else 

walking around the neighborhood and most likely up to some mischief.  Officer Ham 
believed that it was obvious that they were going around looking for somebod yôs 
house to break into.  When they found a good house where nobody was at home, 

they were all going to head over there and try to break in.  
 

The young man received a phone call while Officer Ham was talking to him.  It was 
apparently from his boss who had  dropped several people off in Willow Meadows 
and Willowbend.  There were going around telling people all kinds of different 
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information, trying to get into their houses.  Officer Ham told the guy on the phone 
that he needed to come by and pick his guy up here in the neighborhood.  When 
that man pulled up, Officer Ham put him in handcuffs, too, wanting to see what he 

was up to also.  It turned out that he had a warrant out for his arrest from the 
Spring Valley Police Department, which  is in Spring Branch.  Unfortunately, they 

could not confirm the warrants right then over the phone, so Officer Ham could not 
take that man to jail.  
 

Both the young man and the van driver were from out of state ðMontana and Utah.  
They had been arrested several times in different  states.  Apparently what they do 

is to go around to different states, travelling around constantly, and never staying 
in one place more than a week or two.  They say that they are selling magazines, 

but that is not really the case.  I talked to one reside nt that the first hand -cuffed 
young man had talked to.  He said, ñOh, yeah, he took my information so that I 
could buy some magazines.ò  The resident had given the young man some cash.  

But all that the young man had written down was how many people lived there and 
items that he had seen inside the house.  There was nothing written down about 

purchasing magazines.  He was just going to go back and try to break into that 
house and get the stuff that he had seen.  
 

The young man was arrested for refusing to pr ovide his correct name and date of 
birth.  Officer Ham could not get any other charges on him since he had not 

actually broken into the house.  The second suspect, who was driving the cargo van 
around the neighborhood, was told to pick up the other guy tha t he had dropped off 
in the neighborhood.  Officer Ham warned him that if he ever saw him driving 

around our area anymore, then he would automatically being going to jail.  These 
two men have not been seen back here since then.  

 
 

Lessons Learned  
 

¶ Such bogu s magazine sales and/or phony charity scammers have been working 

the neighborhood off and on for years.  
¶ Do not fall for their magazine sales scam or other pitches that may make for 

funding various causes.  Do not give them cash or a check.  
¶ Do not believe t hem when they say they are from the neighborhood.  Ask for ID, 

names that you can look up in the Willow Meadows Directory.  They may say 
that they have no ID on them; ask them to bring some by later.  They wonôt 
come back.  

¶ Do not let them inside your house . 
¶ You really should call Willow Meadows Security at (713) 447 -0200 when these 

people show up at your door.  If your call rolls over to the answering service, 
please leave a detailed description of the individual(s) who came to your door.  
The next Officer on duty may see the scammers elsewhere in the neighborhood 

and use your information as a basis for checking them out and getting them out 
of the neighborhood, one way (in cuffs) or another.  
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Treasurerôs Report 
By Robert Szafranski 

 

Mid-year invoices have been mailed and the remainder of the WMCC income has begun to 

arrive.  Most of the once-a-year bills have arrived and been paid.  Monthly expenses are trending 

steady through the year.  The WMCC balance sheet as of mid-August is shown below and the 

year-to-date actual expenditures and 2011 budget are shown in the table on the following page.  

 

 

WMCC Balance Sheet 

As of August 15, 2011 

 
ASSETS  

      Bank Accounts  

         Beal Bank CD 30,896.78 

         JP Morgan Chase - Checking 15,130.92 

         JP Morgan Chase - Money Market     136,837.76 

      Total Bank Accounts $182,865.46 

      Accounts Receivable -7,825.00 

      Other Current Assets 23.32 

      Undeposited Funds           1,100.00 

   Total Current Assets $189,502.78 

  

   Deferment Account       13,339.00 

TOTAL ASSETS $226,644.22 

  

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY  

   Liabilities  

      Payroll Liabilities 0.00 

      Security Officer General Security Fund 41,404.04 

      Security Officer Holiday Bonus Fund     6,595.00 

   Total Liabilities $47,999.04 

   Equity  

      Retained Earnings 101,387.03 

      Net Income    40,116.71 

   Total Equity $141,503.74 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $189,502.78 
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 Actuals as of 
August 15, 2011 

2011  
Budget 

Income   
   Advertising 1,745.00 2,500 
   Annual Dues   
      Fiscal Year Assessments 137,605.60 161,290 
      Prior Years Collections     4,969.40      3,000 
   Total Annual Dues $142,575.00 164,290 
   Late Fees 321.96 1,000 
   Legal Settlement 225.00 0 
   Transfer / Refinance fees 3,825.00 4,500 
   Security Fund Donations 0.00 0 
   Interest Income 309.87 300 
   Other Income 2,143.35      1,000 
   WMCC Picnic Income          150.00             0 
Total Income $151,295.18 $173,590 
   
Expenses   
   Accounting/Bookkeeping 979.79 3,500 
   Bank Service Charges 168.48 200 
   Braes Bayou Association 0.00 200 
   Deed Restriction Support  3,783.44 8,500 
   General Meeting Marketing 0.00 200 
   General Printing 1,660.21 5,000 
   Insurance for Board 1,198.00 1,000 
   Legal Services/Filing Fees 0.00 5,000 
   Mail/Postage Expense 429.25 2,000 
   Maint. & Beaut. Com 5,087.15 10,150 
   Mosquito Abatement 0.00 2,800 
   Office Supplies 53.03 300 
   PO Box Rental 70.00 85 
   Red Elementary PTO 0.00 300 
   Storage/Office Rent 525.00 1,100 
   United Orthodox Synagogue 0.00 300 
   Website/Technology 119.40 1,100 
   WM Baptist Church 0.00 500 
   WMCC - Other 0.00 1,000 
   WMCC Community Picnic 700.00 2,500 
   WMCC Directory 0.00 1,000 
   WMCC Stickers           0.00      500 
   Total Non-Security Expenses $14,723.75 $47,235 
   
   Security   
      Security Committee Misc  74.11 500 
      Security Insurance Costs 20,407.00 20,227 
      Vehicles 8,998.18 13,372 
      Wages, Taxes & Fees   66,975.43    91,104 
   Total Security $96,454.72 $125,203 
   
Total Expenses $111,178.47 $172,438 
   
Net Income $40,116.71 $1,152 
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Data Gatherers / Information Checkers Needed for 

the 2012 Willow Meadows Directory  
by Stephen Polnaszek, Security Committee Chair and WM Directory Editor  

 

The Board is  trying to publish a long -overdue update of the Willow Meadows 
Directory.  Like previous directories, copies will only be provided to Willow Meadows 
residents, it will not be published online for access by others outside of the 

neighborhood, and this time most copies that will be distributed will be digital (most 
likely as Adobe Acrobat files) except to those relatively few residents who do not 

have personal computers and will receive printed copies if they so desire.  
 
Two efforts are converging to make bot h the upcoming Willow Meadows Directory 

and the Security Patrol contact information files as accurate and up - to -date as 
possible.  Both the Willow Meadows Civic Club Treasurer and the Security 

Committee Chair maintain lists of our residents.  With many pro perties for sale, 
keeping the lists of owners current can be a challenge for where the Treasurer 
sends the various WMCC mail -outs.  

 
The Security Patrol Officers, on the other hand, would like to be able to contact all 

WM residents including renters, a grou p on which the Treasurer does not maintain 
inform ation, as well as local and far -away owners of rental properties or properties 
for sale.  Renters should be listed in the Directory, if they wish to be included, since 

many of them live here for quite some t ime and they are just as much a part of the 
neighborhood as the resident owners.  

 
Anyhow, with the Security Patrol resident contact spreadsheet (and patrol car 
BlackBerry address book) being regularly updated, that makes for a good platform 

on which to bui ld the next Willow Meadows Directory.  While there have been 
several offers of help with manipulating the Excel spreadsheet maintained by 

Security to prepare some information from it for publishing as the directory, the 
problems remain that some previously  carried over errors and well as the large 
amount of updating is needed.  This requires an army of volunteers to help out with 

contacting residents to verify or update the information for the directory and 
checking on who does and does not want to be liste d in the neighborhood directory.  

 
We are looking for residents on each block who have the gumption and positive 

personal attributes to work with their nearby neighbors and the Directory update 
group from the WMCC Board to do the following:  
¶ Check on the nam e(s) of the residents and owners of the houses on their 

block  
¶ Determine who is willing to have their name, address, and phone number (or 

some subset of these) published in the Directory and those who wish to 
remain anonymous  

¶ Also obtain the following items  for the Security Patrol:  

o Additional contact information (work and cell phone numbers) for use 
by the Security Patrol so that they can contact residents or owners 

about situations on their properties.  Our Security Patrol Officers are 
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frequently frustrated  by having no way to contact a resident who is not 
home but whose property has come to their attention for any number 
of justifiably concerning reasons.  

o Email addresses for use in sending out security alerts about incidents 
in the neighborhood.  

 
While I kn ow quite a few people around the neighborhood that I may be prone to 
ask for help in this endeavor, it would be great if other volunteers came forward to 

show some neighborhood spirit and offer to devote a little time to this project.  We 
need lots of help  to make the new directory the best that it can be as well as an 

ongoing minimal effort to capture comprehensive but confidential contact 
information from all of our neighbors, be they long term WM residents or relatively 

new arrivals.  I eagerly await you r call at (713) 721 -8425 or email at 
security@wilowmeadows.org .  
 

Do You Want To Run for Civic Club Office? 
 

Pursuant to Article V, Section 1 of the Willow Meadows Civic Club by-laws, nominations for 

the 2012 Board of Directors are being requested from now until the 3rd Quarter General Meeting 

on September 13, 2011.  Any Member in Good Standing may nominate themselves or be 

nominated by any other WMCC Member.  Nominations may be made in person to any Board 

member prior to the meeting, in person at the meeting, or in writing (or email) in advance of the 

meeting.  Please consider joining the Board and serve your neighborhood. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have Old Cell Phones? Recycle them! 
 

Help the environment while also helping 

military families cope with deployment! 

 

E-mail me (Erich Wolz) at harris255gop@sbcglobal.net  

to arrange for pick-up. 

 

All cell phones collected will be donated to: 

Cell Phones for Soldiers 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:security@wilowmeadows.org
mailto:harris255gop@sbcglobal.net
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How to Make Your Homes, Grounds, and Vehicles  

More Resistant to Criminal Activity  
 
¶ Alarm systems  

o Alarm systems are strongly recommended; while they reduce crime, they 
do not completely eliminate some determined criminals in pursuit of 
quickly grabbed high value items  

o Include the Willow Meadows Security Patrol phone numb er, ( 713 ) 447 -
0200 , in your alarm companyôs calling tree 

¶ Secure doors  
o Strong locks deter entry  
o Dead bolts that require keys on both sides dissuade easy exit with loot  

o Sturdy door frames mitigate against kick - ins  
o Door windows  

Á Large glass windows are a bad i dea unless they are break resistant  
Á Minimal or small glass window panes resist breaking in  
Á Frosted glass keeps prying eyes out  

¶ Windows  
o Replace original glass with modern smash resistant glass  

o Have sturdy window locks  
o Use win dow coverings to reduce advertis ing of the high value items inside  

¶ Vegetation  

o Absence of tall bushes and shrubs around the home where criminals can 
conceal themselves helps to deter crime  

o Avoid hedges, shrubs, etc., which obstruct vision of windows  
¶ Driveways  

o Long driveways are better tha n shallow ones (not always a choice here)  

o If you have a long driveway, gated driveways  cut off easy access to the 
back of the house and thwart relatively concealed moving of stolen goods 

to the miscreantôs vehicles 
¶ Lighting  

o Exterior nighttime lighting is a  criminal deterrent  

Á Use light sensors (preferred) or timers to control these lights  
o Use a few downward pointing lamps or spotlights to illuminate all exterior 

walls and your driveway.  
o Avoid obnoxious large, bright (and often noisy) mercury lamps that light  

up your neighbors as well you  
¶ Vehicles  

o Do not leave valuable items in the vehicle, especially visible items of 

value  
o Do not park on the street  

o Park in the garage, or  
o Park as far back in the driveway as possible or at least behind the 

driveway gate  
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Maintenance & Beautification 
by Joey Canahuati 

 
Congratulations to Our Yard of the Month Winners: 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Willow Meadows Civic Club, Inc., we congratulate these 
homeowners on being chosen the Yard of the Month: 
 
Homeowner    Address   Month______________ 
 
Resident     4327 McDermad  June 2011 
Anna & Larry Harvey   10019 Greenwillow  July 2011 
Thad & Allison Claytor   4847 Knickerbocker  August 2011 
 
This year the winner receives a gift certificate from Austin Landscaping who is sponsoring the 2011 Yard 

of Month. www.austinlandscaping.net                                  
 
Again, thank you for being a considerate neighbor and for showing your pride in Willow Meadows through 
the maintenance of your home, and particularly, your yard. Please visit www.willowmeadows.org to 
nominate future winners.  
 
Irrigation & Watering: 
 
Below is the Stage 2 water rationing schedule - please let me know if you have any questions: 
 

  

http://www.austinlandscaping.net/
http://www.willowmeadows.org/
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Mayor Parker Orders Mandatory Water Conservation Measures  

Due to persistent drought conditions and continuously decreasing water levels in Lake 

Houston, as of Monday, August 15, 2011, Mayor Annise Parker has mandated the 

implementation o f the City of Houston Stage Two Water Conservation Measures. Citizens 

are  required  to:  

¶ Repair all detectable leaks within 72 hours of discovery and  
¶ Limit outdoor irrigation to the hours shown on P. 13  on no  more than two days per 

week according to the fol lowing schedule:   
o Sundays and Thursdays for customers with even - numbered street 

addresses   
o Saturdays and Wednesdays for customers with odd - numbered street 

addresses   

Failure to follow requirements may result in fines.   For questions or to report a 

violatio n, please call 3 -1-1.  

While these restrictions are mandatory, the City of Houston will begin with warnings and an 

informational campaign because the goal is voluntary compliance.  For those who insist on 
not being good neighbors, citations will follow.  

The City itself will also take internal water conservation measures, such as:  

¶ Suspension of any scheduled window washing  
¶ Suspension of any scheduled power washing of buildings, sidewalks and parking 

areas  
¶ Discontinue washing city vehicles or equipment excep t for health, safety or critical 

maintenance reasons  
¶ Order an audit of all irrigation systems for leaks to ensure proper operation of timers 

and sprinkler heads.  

Ways to conserve water:  

¶ Keep showers under five minutes  
¶ Turn water off while brushing your teeth  
¶ Wash only full loads of dishes or clothes  
¶ Replace older model showerheads and faucet aerators with new low - flow models and 

install low water use toilets  
¶ Inspect toilets for silent leaks by putting food coloring in the toilet tank. If colored 

water  leaks into the toilet bowl before flushing, water is being lost due to a worn 

flapper  
¶ Refrain from washing any vehicle or motorbike unless the dirt poses a driving hazard  
¶ Refrain from washing down any sidewalk, walkway, driveway, parking lot or any 

othe r hard -surfaced area  
¶ Refrain from filling, refilling or adding water to any indoor or outdoor swimming pool, 

spa or whirlpool.  

http://www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/utilities/conservation.html  

http://www.publicworks.houstontx.gov/utilities/conservation.html
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Red Elementary Fall Carnival Saturday, October 22 

 

On Saturday, October 22, 2011, Red Elementary School will host the “Wrangler 
Round Up – Fall Carnival” from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. On behalf of students and faculty, the 
Red PTO would like to encourage the community to join in the fun while supporting this 
fundraising event. 

Classic carnival games, festive food and rides will offer something for the entire 
family. Face painting, a dunking booth and a bounce house are just a few of the fun 
activities being planned. The event will be held indoors and outdoors on the Red 
Elementary campus. Wristbands for unlimited play will be available for purchase at the 
door or in advance at the Red Elementary office at a discounted price. Tickets for food 
and game play will also be sold the day of the event.  

The PTO is seeking sponsorships from local businesses. The carnival is a great 
opportunity to generate exposure among people who live in and/or travel around our 
area every day. Sponsorship opportunities include visibility on signage at the event as 
well as inclusion in pre-event promotions such as news releases and email blasts. 
Interested businesses should contact the Red PTO for more information. Questions 
may be directed to redpto@yahoo.com.  

The money raised at the carnival will support plans to build and plant a garden, 
update equipment, introduce new technological applications and further enhance the 
overall learning experience at Red. In the recent past, fundraising initiatives such as this 
have provided funding for the Art Teacher, transportation for field trips, books for the 
Accelerated Reading program, the teacher appreciation luncheon and the track around 
the playground.  

More information will be posted as it becomes available at 
www.redelementary.com. You can also find updates on Facebook when you “like” Red 
Elementary School PTO. Red Elementary School is an HISD Science Technology 
Engineering and Math (STEM) Magnet School with a neighborhood Vanguard program. 

  

 
 

mailto:redpto@yahoo.com
http://www.redelementary.com/
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New Willow Meadows Security Patrol Officer 

Recognition Program 
 

Based upon the actions of the Willow Meadows Security Committee members 

during their May 24th meeting, a Security Patrol Officer Recognition Program 

was instituted.  Criteria for the award were that the Officer, though his/her own 

initiative and not in response to a call from a resident, should engage in a crime 

fighting activity of significance in our neighborhood. 

 

The first two Officers chosen to receive this award were: 

¶ Officer Don Duran for the apprehension of several youths engaged in 

drug- related activities late at night in Willow Park 

¶ Officer Matt Ham for the arrest of two gang members who were stealing 

 

 

These two fine Officers were accorded official Willow Meadows Civic Club 

recognition for their achievements at the June 8, 2011, General Meeting of the 

Civic Club.  At that time they were both presented with American Express gift 

appreciation. 

 

A lively discussion followed the award presentations where Officers Duran and 

Ham offered comments, narratives, and crime fighting tips to those WM 

residents fortunate enough to be present.  These HPD and WM Security Patrol 

Officers were warmly received and applauded for their many efforts beyond 

those for which they received their awards. 

 

An adaptation of the comments made by Officer Ham at that General Meeting, 

concerning scammers in the neighborhood, appears on page 6. 
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Suspicious People or Situations That Should  

Prompt a Call to the Security Patrol  
 
1.  Vehicles  

a.  Any vehicle driving slowly and looking like they are checking things out.  

These need not be older or beat up vehicles; some apprehended criminals have been 

driving recent model and upscale vehicles.  (Yes, weôll pull over some genuine house 

hunt ers here.)  

b.  Unmarked, often white, vans have a much higher than normal incidence of being 

driven by burglars masquerading as generic repairmen.  (Again, a lot of legitimate 

handymen may suffer because of this.  They should be encouraged to at least get 

magn etic signs to identify their small businesses.)  

c.  Any vehicle containing individuals who do not look like they belong in the 

neighborhood.  

d.  Vehicles that appear to be circling around. Chances they are casing a specific target, 

waiting for a resident to leave home.  

2.  Random Individuals  

a.  Individuals who do not look like they belong in the neighborhood.  (We have lots of 

calls about meter readers jumping fences, but that is OK.)  

b.  Anyone with lots of tattoos.  Chances are some of them are gang tattoos.  

c.  Som e bikers or pedestrians with backpacks cruising through the neighborhood may 

be cause for concern.  We do have a number of area residents who bike to and from 

work with backpacks as well as numerous recreational bikers, runners, joggers, and 

walkers.  You can usually tell who is legit and those about whom  there is something 

fishy.  

3.  Solicitors  

a.  Girl scouts selling cookies ðNo problem!  

b.  Various youth scams  

(1.)  Magazine sales to win trip to Europe  

(a.)  Subscriptions for you or hospital if you are already  sufficiently subscribed  

(b.)  Money goes to scammers and not for magazines  

(2.)  Raise money for youth sports at local HS or University, etc.  

(3.)  Individuals claim to be sons/daughters of neighborhood residents  

(4.)  Youths often brought in by vans or other  vehicles, picked up later  

(5.)  Youths are NOT from Willow Meadows or Houston (Ask for proof!)  

(6.)  Some of them have been found to have criminal records  

(7.)  If they gain access to your home, they take note of valuables inside as a basis 

for possible futu re break - ins  

c.  Commercial solicitors do not need permit, although some bring plenty of proof of the 

company they work for  

(1.)  Various firms selling alarm system installations ðlegit and polite, if sometimes 

too pushy  

(2.)  Kirby vacuum floor/carpet cleaner sðvery aggressive, obnoxious  

d.  Charities are supposed to obtain permits from the city  

e.  WM Deed Restrictions do  not currently forbid solicitors  
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2012 Budget Planning 
By Scott Stjernstrom, Budget Planning Committee Chairman 

 

On July, 21
st
, 2011, the Budget Planning Committee convened to begin planning for 2012.  All 

committee chairs were asked in advance to review their 2011 budgets and update their 

expectations for next year.  The Treasurer presented actual expenditures and projected needs. 

 

The Committee members reviewed each expenditure category but identified only relatively 

minimal differences between the 2011 budget and 2012 anticipated needs.  The committee then 

discussed the possibility of a neighborhood vote on a dues increase for 2012.  Preliminary 

budgets for each scenario were developed and are shown below.  At this time, the committee has 

not made a recommendation to the Board regarding the potential dues increase.  The dues 

increase would be used to maintain the 2011 Security Patrol hours without drawing upon the 

cash reserves. 

 

The Board has reviewed the preliminary budget proposals, but has not approved the final version 

that will be presented for voting at the 4
th

 Quarter General Meeting.  If you would like to 

comment on the proposed 2012 budget, you may do so at the 3
rd

 Quarter General Meeting or at 

the October Board Meeting, tentatively scheduled for October 11
th

 at 7pm (check the WMCC 

website for the location).  You may also provide your input to any Board member. 

 

 
 2011  

Budget 
Preliminary 2012 

Budget ($220 Dues) 
Preliminary 2012 

Budget ($240 Dues) 
Income    
   Advertising 2,500 2,500 2,500 
   Annual Dues    
      Fiscal Year Assessments 161,290 160,840 172,580 
      Prior Years Collections      3,000      3,000      3,000 
   Total Annual Dues 164,290 163,840 175,580 
   Late Fees 1,000 1,000 1,000 
   Transfer / Refinance fees 4,500 4,500 4,500 
   Interest Income 300 300 300 
   Other Income      1,000      1,000      1,000 
Total Income $173,590 $173,140 $184,880 
    
Expenses    
   Accounting/Bookkeeping 3,500 3,500 3,500 
   Bank Service Charges 200 200 200 
   Braes Bayou Association 200 0 0 
   Deed Restriction Support  8,500 7,000 7,000 
   General Meeting Marketing 200 0 0 
   General Printing 5,000 5,000 5,000 
   Insurance for Board 1,000 1,200 1,200 
   Legal Services/Filing Fees 5,000 5,000 5,000 
   Mail/Postage Expense 2,000 2,000 2,000 
   Maint. & Beaut. Com 10,150 11,950 11,950 
   Mosquito Abatement 2,800 4,200 4,200 
   Office Supplies 300 300 300 
   PO Box Rental 85 85 85 
   Red Elementary PTO 300 300 300 
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   Storage/Office Rent 1,100 900 900 
   United Orthodox Synagogue 300 300 300 
   Website/Technology 1,100 1,100 1,100 
   WM Baptist Church 500 500 500 
   WMCC - Other 1,000 1,000 1,000 
   WMCC Community Picnic 2,500 2,250 2,250 
   WMCC Directory 1,000 1,000 1,000 
   WMCC Stickers      500      500      500 
   Total Non-Security Expenses $47,235 $48,285 $48,285 
    
   Security    
      Security Committee Misc  500 500 500 
      Security Insurance Costs 20,227 19,700 19,700 
      Vehicles 13,372 16,643 16,643 
      Wages, Taxes & Fees    91,104    94,282    94,282 
   Total Security $125,203 $131,125 $131,125 
    
Total Expenses $172,438 $179,410 $179,410 
    
Net Income $1,152 ($6,270) $5,470 
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Security Report , August 2011  
by Stephen Polnaszek, Security Committee Chair 

Important Security Phone Numbers 

In case of an imminent threat, call 911 and stay on the line with them; the WM Security Patrol 
will hear the police radio traffic generated by your 911 call and move to assist you.  For non-
threatening or routine calls or to report suspicious persons or vehicles, call the Willow 
Meadows Security Patrol at (713) 447-0200. If your call rolls over to our answering service, 
please do leave a message there and then phone HPD Dispatch at (713) 884-3131 if you feel it 
necessary.  Remember to please call (713) 447-0200 to use our “Vacation Watch” program 
when you plan to be out of town, even if only for a short period of time; and include (713) 447-
0200 in your alarm company’s calling tree. 

Recent Willow Meadows Crime Statistics 

Here is the crime incident list for the last four months. 
 

Willow Meadows Crime Statistics:  April through July 2011 

Date Time Offense Block Street Name 

4/8/2011 1015 Burglary of a motor vehicle 10400 Cliffwood 

4/8-15/2011 1000(8)-1200(15) Burglary of a motor vehicle 10400 Cliffwood 

4/9/2011 0200 Criminal mischief 10400 Cliffwood 

4/12/2011 1330-1500 Burglary of a motor vehicle 4700 McDermed 

4/15/2011 0730-1700 Burglary of a habitation 4300 Nenana 

4/15/2011 0800-1520 Burglary of a habitation 4300 Nenana 

4/15/2011 1030-1330 Burglary of a habitation 10000 Greenwillow 

     

5/6/2011 2130-2230 Criminal mischief 10100 Willowilde 

5/11-12/2011 2000(11)-0700(12) Burglary of a motor vehicle 10400 Willowisp 

5/12/2011 0410 Burglary of a habitation 4400 Wigton 

5/21/2011 1330 Theft 4500 Nenana 

          

6/5/2011 1835 Interference with child custody* 4800 McDermed 

6/23/2011 1240-1545 Burglary of a motor vehicle 4300 Silverwood 

6/24/2011 1500 Burglary of a habitation 9800 Greenwillow 

6/25/2011   Theft 4400 Breakwood 

6/26/2011 0415 Burglary of a habitation 4300 Lemac 

6/29/2011 0753 Harassment 4400 Sarong 

          

7/5/2011 1400 Forgery* 4300 McDermed 

7/12/2011 0130 Criminal mischief 4800 McDermed 

7/28-31/2011 2000(28)-1435(30) Burglary of a habitation 9200 Cliffwood 

 
Below are the 30-day crime maps downloaded on August 19th for thefts (including burglaries of 
motor vehicles) and then burglaries of homes/garages/apartments/businesses. 
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Thefts from mid-July through mid-August in and around Willow Meadows 
 

 
 

Burglaries from mid-April through mid-May in and around Willow Meadows 
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It should be noted that the theft that shows up on Nenana should really be located near a 
business outside of the neighborhood.  It is because the crime was only discovered several 
minutes after returning to Willow Meadows that it shows up here.  The complainant believes that 
the passenger door lock was knocked out while she was patronizing a restaurant, not while 
parked in Willow Meadows. 

On the other hand, while the burglary map only shows one in Willow Meadows during this time 
period, we know of a second burglary that also occurred in the north section of Willow Meadows 
during this interval.  That goes to show that there are occasional, but very rare in our 
experience, flaws in this HPD-supplied tool. 

Crimes such as burglaries of habitations are up for this 4-month period compared to last year.  
In 2010 there were four burglaries or attempted burglaries in WM, while in 2011 there were 
seven during these same four months.  In contrast for the same 4-month period, burglaries of 
motor vehicles/thefts from motor vehicles went from five in 2010 to three in 2011.  While it is 
painful to observe any crime occurring in WM, even more so for our neighbors who were 
victims, it must be stated that relative to our neighborhood population, these all around low 
numbers still put us among the lower crime areas in Houston. 

 

Preliminary Budget Estimates and Security Coverage for 2012 

As we count down to the Board-recommended budget for 2012, which should be finalized in 
November, we note that with keeping the Security Budget to cover the same paltry 46.5 
hours/week for next year, it may have to be increased by over $7,000 (>$8.50/household) to 
cover increases in fuel costs, insurance, and wages. 

Needless to say, I would very much like for WM to fund, via dues, even more security patrol 
shifts for 2012.  Adding another 4-hour/week shift for the whole year costs around $10,000, or 
another dollar per month per household in increased dues.  I’d love to add more than one!  The 
small cadre of vocal but factually challenged critics have turned back the hoped-for $75 dues 
increase of a couple of years ago (even though 60% of those voting approved the increase), 
and this has made the Board cautious about even asking for another 10% dues increase, which 
only needs a simple majority.  If you support dues increases which would provide for more 
Security Patrol hours, mobilize your neighbors to join you in this effort and then, en 
masse, let the Board know of your desire for more security coverage for 2012 in Willow 
Meadows. 

 

Elsewhere in This Issue of the Newsletter 

Please read the articles on the new Patrol Officer Recognition Program, how to make your 
property more resistant to criminals, suspicious situations to report, criminal scammers in the 
neighborhood, and the need for help with the 2012 WM Directory and contact information. 

 

Please Join the Security Committee 

We could always use more positive and energetic voices to help us work on security matters in 
Willow Meadows.  If you are interested in joining or working with the Security Committee, please 
email us at security@willowmeadows.org.  Even if you cannot join the committee, consider 
volunteering to be a Security Block Captain to help collect contact information from your 
neighbors and distribute the occasional WMCC Security flyer. 

  

mailto:security@willowmeadows.org
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Trash Schedule 
 

Regular garbage pickup is every Thursday for 

all of Willow Meadows. 

Inside Loop 610, heavy trash/trees/junk is 

picked up on the fourth Thursday of each month. 

Outside Loop 610, heavy trash is picked up 

the first Tuesday of each month. 

Recycling is now picked up every other week 

on our regular garbage day. The neighborhood is 

on what the City calls the Thursday-A schedule. 

This schedule was mailed to homes earlier in the 

year and showed dates through October. On their 

website, this schedule was extended through 

December. We should get a 2011 schedule in the 

mail shortly.  

For definitions and holiday schedules, go to 

www.houstonsolidwaste.org. Some information is 

shown on the website in color and cannot be 

reproduced here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I specialize in income taxes, business 
bookkeeping, and elderly financial care. I live in 
Willowbend, office in Greenway Plaza, and make 
house calls as necessary. 

http://www.houstonsolidwaste.org/
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Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Just like nearly everything else the Willow Meadows Civic Club does, the Willow Meadows 
News is produced and distributed by volunteers.  The only cost to the Civic Club is printing, 
which costs several hundred dollars per issue.  Since we publish four issues per year in early 
March, June, September and December – just before each general meeting – the total cost of 
printing is more than $1,000 per year.  The News accepts advertising for two reasons:  as a 
service to our residents and to help pay for printing. 
Our advertising rates are $40 for a quarter page, $75 for a half page, and $150 for a full page, 
all per issue. Each issue is distributed to the 825 homes in the neighborhood and is posted to 
the Civic Club’s website, www.willowmeadows.org shortly after publication.  The Treasurer 
mails invoices to advertisers shortly after each issue is published or will accept payment in 
advance if an advertiser prefers. 
 
The deadline for sending new ads or changes in ads to the editor for each issue is the 7th day of 
the month preceding the month of publication (February 7 for the March issue, May 7 for the 
June issue, August 7 for the September issue and November 7 for the December issue).  The 
News is only printed with black ink so any color graphics or pictures in ads sent to us will be 
printed in black or gray, but those graphics or pictures will be reproduced in color when the 
issue is posted to the website. Since the News is produced by volunteers and our advertising 
rates are modest, we do not provide the level of service that commercial advertising outlets 
such as newspapers, radio and television stations provide to their customers.  We will assist 
advertisers in arranging simple ads, but we do not provide a graphic design service to create 
elaborate ads.  
 
 We also expect advertisers to notify the editor if they want to stop or change their ads before 
the deadline for each issue; otherwise we will repeat each ad in each following issue until told 
not to.  As an exception to this, if an advertiser specifies in advance that he or she wants to 
place an ad in a specific number of issues, we will place the ad that many times then stop it.  
The content of ads sent to us has not been a problem in recent years, but the editor does 
reserve the right to reject advertisements which would not be a service to our residents or would 
offend our residents. 
 
 
 

Advertising inquiries should be made to 
the editor. The editor prepares the News 
in Microsoft Word software so 
advertisers should send ads to the 
editor by email.  Most formats that MS 
Word can handle are fine.  Advertisers 
should include their mailing addresses 
and telephone numbers in their email 
messages with ads to facilitate invoicing 
by the Treasurer and any contacts by 
the editor which may be required. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.willowmeadows.org/
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