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December 2011 General Meeting 
 
The next General Meeting of the Willow Meadows Civic Club will be held at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 13, in 
the Chapel of Willow Meadows Baptist Church. We will hear a speaker from the Westbury Little League.  Please 
join us. 
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President’s Letter  
 

Dear Residents: 

 

I want to wish everyone a Happy Holiday season. At this 

time of year I like to take the time to reflect how thankful I 

am for my family, friends, neighbors and our community 

here in Willow Meadows. Willow Meadows is a 

wonderful place to live and I am grateful to be here. 

 

I would like to begin recognizing WM residents for acts of 

kindness as a way of thanking them for their contribution 

to making this neighborhood a great place to live. This 

season I want to send a personal thank-you to two 

neighbors that I noticed going above and beyond for their 

neighbors: Thank-you to John Polisini on OôMeara 

(mowing his neighborôs yard) and Mary Ann Cobb on 

Waynesboro (yard work, grocery shopping, and 

transporting her ill neighbor) .Your contributions are one 

of the reasons this neighborhood is a special place to live. 

If you know of anyone you want me to recognize or thank 

please let me know. 

 

At this busy time of year, please take the time to vote on 

the neighborhood ballot mailed to you a few weeks ago. 

Also consider attending the December 13 meeting at 7 

p.m. We will have a guest speaker from Westbury Little 

League and a recognition award for Sgt. Dubose. We will 

also be accepting and counting ballots for our 2012 

budget/dues. To help with the vote counting please call 

Robert Garza at 713-721-7957. 

 

Take good care of yourselves, each other, and of course, 

your Willow Meadows  home. Enjoy your holiday season. 

 

 

Julia Floyd, President 

  

 

 
Julia Floyd, President    

       

The WM picnic kicked 

off National Night Out 

with trolleys, music, 

vendors, food and 

home security 

information. 

http://www.willowmeadows.org/
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Willow Meadows Civic Club, Inc. 
P. O. Box 35551, Houston, Texas 77235 

 
2011 Board of Directors 

 

Position Director Phone E-Mail 

President Julia Floyd (713) 728-5153 President@willowmeadows.org 

Vice President Erich Wolz (713) 797-4645 Vicepresident@willowmeadows.org 

Treasurer Robert Szafranski (713) 721-4971 Treasurer@willowmeadows.org 

Secretary Emory Glover (713) 729-0445 Secretary@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 1 Stephen Polnaszek (713) 721-8425 At-large-1@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 2 Jonathan Roach (713) 623-4531 At-large-2@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 3 Virginia Huston (713) 806-7119 At-large-3@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 4 John Mooney (713) 721-6523 At-large-4@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 5 James Kadlick (281) 948-8031 At-large-5@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 6 Joey Canahuati (713) 723-4522 At-large-6@willowmeadows.org  

At-Large Position 7  Howard Lindsay (713) 729-7808 At-large-7@willowmeadows.org 

At-Large Position 8 Cynthia Mora (713) 723-1788 At-large-8@willowmeadows.org  

    

2011 Committee Chairs  

Position Chair Phone E-mail 

Architectural Control James Kadlick (281) 948-8031 Architecture@willowmeadows.org 

Budget Planning Cynthia Mora (713) 723-1788 At-large-8@willowmeadows.org 
Deed Restrictions 

Enforcement 
Jonathan Roach (713) 623-4531 Deed@willowmeadows.org 

Deed Restrictions 
Revision 

John Mooney (713) 721-6523 At-large-4@willowmeadows.org 

Maintenance Joey Canahuati (713) 723-4522 Beautification@willowmeadows.org 

Mosquito Abatement (Vacant)  At-large-3@willowmeadows.org 
Newsletter, Web Howard Lindsay (713) 729-7808 Editor@willowmeadows.org 

Security Stephen Polnaszek (713) 721-8425 Security@willowmeadows.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political  Directory 
  
County Commissioners: 
Precinct 1, El Franco Lee 
(Outside the Loop) (713) 755-6111 
Precinct 3, Steve Radack 
(Inside the Loop) (713) 755-6306 
  
Houston City Council: 
Mayor Annise Parker (713) 837-0311 
Anne Clutterbuck, District C (832) 393-3004 
  
Texas State Representative (512) 463-0518 
Al Edwards, District 146  
  
Texas State Senator (512) 463-0113 
Rodney Ellis, District 13 (713) 236-0306 
  
HISD Board of Education (713) 556-6121 
Paula Harris, Red ES 
Michael Lunceford, Johnston MS 
Lawrence Marshall, Westbury HS 
Michael Lunceford, Bellaire HS 

 

Useful  Contact  Information 
 
Imminent Threat   911 
HPD Dispatch   (713) 884-3131 
WM Security Patrol (713) 447-0200 
 

 

www.willowmeadows.org 
 

 
Houston Service Helpline 311 (from land line) 
From cell phones, call 713-837-0311 

Call 311 for all non-emergency city service needs, such 
as problems with Garbage and Heavy Trash Pickup, 
Water/Sewer Repairs, Weeds Blocking View, Street 
Sign or Street Light Maintenance, Odor Hotline, or Dead 
Animals.   
 

City of Houston Online:  www.houstontx.gov  

 

Use this website to report all city service 
needs, as described above.  Click the 
311 emblem (shown, left) on the 
Homepage to access an online form. 

 
Animal Control (713) 238-9600 

 

Harris County Flood Control  (713) 684-4197 
 

mailto:President@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Vicepresident@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Treasurer@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Secretary@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-1@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-2@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-3@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-4@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-5@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-6@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-7@willowmeadows.org
mailto:At-large-8@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Architecture@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Deed@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Beautification@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Editor@willowmeadows.org
mailto:Security@willowmeadows.org
http://www.houstontx.gov/
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WM Residents Enjoy Neighborhood Picnic  
By John Mooney, Board Member, At-Large Position 4 

 
 
Hundreds of Willow Meadows residents gathered at Willow Park on October 2 to enjoy a beautiful 
afternoon filled with music, fun, food and friendship at our Willow Meadows Neighborhood picnic. 
The heat wave we had been experiencing all summer broke just in time to allow us to enjoy a day of 
clear blue skies and comfortable fall-like temperatures. 
 
The event, which served as a kickoff for National Night Out, was organized along the same lines as 
the 2010 picnic with live entertainment, free food and drinks for residents, fun and games for the 
kids, and a commercial expo for our local businesses. Two old-time trolleys circulated the 
neighborhood, giving residents a free ride to and from the park, offering a chance to enjoy the picnic 
and not have to worry about parking. The trolleys were sponsored by Austin Landscaping, CJ Brock 
Insurance and Brock & Foster Real Estate. 
 
After a delicious free meal featuring hamburgers and hot dogs, served by the Willow Meadows Civic 
Club, residents were delighted to find that there was an ice cream cart with free treats, sponsored by 
Randall Doe of Heritage Properties. The kids seemed to have a great deal of fun having their faces 
painted and playing in the Bounce House sponsored by Richard Ray of John Daugherty Realty. 
 
David Montz of ReMax Realty sponsored an afternoon of wonderful music. It was a lovely day to sit 
in the park listening to two popular Texas Singer/Songwriter groups: Jack Saunders and Silver 
Shoes. Residents were delighted to hear them perform their own original songs as well as many old 
favorites. We also were entertained by local neighborhood talent, including the Willow Meadows 
Baptist Church Band and the Moudry Sisters.  
 
Mayor Annise Parker visited our picnic and offered us some kind words about our very successful 
security patrol and the purpose for National Night Out.  She then proceeded to enjoy the picnic and 
meet many of our local residents.  The Mayor's Office of Special Events has been very helpful with 
our picnic planning for the past two years. 
 
The commercial expo was also a huge success. With many repeat exhibitors from last year and 
several new exhibitors, residents were introduced to many products and services offered by our local 
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business community. Home repair services were offered by My Tool Box and Meyerland Windows 
and Patio Doors; Ceramics by QClay; Financial Services by Howard Knight CPA and BBVA 
Compass Bank; and fellowship and spiritual services by Westbury United Methodist Church and 
Willow Meadows Baptist Church. We even had booths with free tamales by Tejano Salsa, Tamales 
and More; cookies from Randall Doe; free plants from Austin Landscaping; and a quick trip to the 
dentist from Wang Smiles. Residents got a chance to learn about our Willow Meadows Security 
program and meet political candidates for our area. It was a wonderful afternoon! 
 
  
 
For a complete pictorial recap of the picnic, visit  
www.positiveimage.com/custom/wmccpicnic2011/index.htm  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 Sponsors for the Willow Meadows Neighborhood Picnic 
 
 

¶ David Montz - ReMax Realty - Entertainment 

¶ CJ Brock - CJ Brock Insurance Agency -  Neighborhood Trolley - The Red Line 

¶ Claire Bland - Austin Landscaping Company - Neighborhood Trolley - The Green Line 

¶ Randall Doe - Heritage Realty - Ice Cream treats 

¶ Richard Ray -  John Daugherty Realtors -  Bounce House and Face Painting 

¶ John & Dee Ann Mooney - The Positive Image - Signs and Graphics 

  

 

http://www.positiveimage.com/custom/wmccpicnic2011/index.htm
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WMCC Security Report , November 2011  
 by Stephen Polnaszek, Security Committee Chair 

Important Security Phone Numbers 

In case of an imminent threat, call 911 and stay on the line with them; the WM Security Patrol 
will hear the police radio traffic generated by your 911 call and move to assist you.  For non-
threatening or routine calls or to report suspicious persons or vehicles, call the Willow 
Meadows Security Patrol at (713) 447-0200. If your call rolls over to our answering service, 
please do leave a message there and then phone HPD Dispatch at (713) 884-3131 if you feel it 
necessary.  Remember to please call (713) 447-0200 to use our “Vacation Watch” program 
when you plan to be out of town, even if only for a short period of time; and include (713) 447-
0200 in your alarm company’s calling tree. 

A Year-End Thank You 

The eleven WMCC Security Patrol Officers are very grateful for the generosity of those 
residents who contributed to the Security Officers’ Holiday Fund.  The $6,870 donated to the 
fund was apportioned out to the Officers based upon actual hours patrolled in the neighborhood.  
This amounted to an additional $2/hour bonus, distributed with the end of November pay 
checks, that we hope enabled our Officers and their families to have an even happier 2011 
holiday season and showed our appreciation for the work they have done for us in Willow 
Meadows during this past year. 

The WMCC Security Committee as well as the Patrol Officers are also very grateful for the over 
$26,000 donated to the Security Fund which, also using some carryover donated funds from 
prior years, allowed us to keep the patrol cars roving around our neighborhood streets for an 
additional four to five 4-hour shifts during 2011. 

Many thanks are extended to those supporters of the WMCC Security Patrol program who 
stopped by our table at the annual WMCC Picnic on October 2nd.  Many valuable new 
acquaintances and contacts were made.  The most popular “take-away” document was our 
Willow Meadows Security Basics flyer, a copy of which is posted on the home page of our 
neighborhood’s webpage, www.willowmeadows.org, as well as under the Committees, Security 
tab, for those who were unable to attend the picnic. 

Elsewhere in This Issue of the Newsletter 

Please note the article informing readers about our next WMCC Security Patrol honoree, Sgt. 
Keith Dubose, and make a point of joining your neighbors at the December General Meeting 
where we recognize him for his laudable service to our neighborhood. 

The Proposed Dues Increase and Security Coverage for 2012 

Some weeks ago each household received the annual WMCC Ballot.  We hope that you already 
voted to approve the proposed $20/yr dues increase or plan to do so soon.  If it fails to pass, 
some patrol hours may have to be cut from the already paltry 46.5 hours/week of WMCC-
funded Security Patrol hours.  So to hold the line against additional Security Patrol cutbacks, 
please vote to approve the 2012 operating budget and the proposed dues increase. 

Recent Willow Meadows Crime Statistics 

Below are the crime statistics for the last six months, now presented with the most recent first, 
as per a recommendation of an insightful resident made at the WMCC Picnic.

http://www.willowmeadows.org/
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Willow Meadows Crime Statistics: October back to May 2011 

Date Time Offense Block Street Name 

10/1-2/2011 2300(1)-1030(2) Burglary of a habitation 4500 Waynesboro 

10/5-9/2011 0600(5)-2130(9) Theft* 10100 Greenwillow 

10/7/2011 1515-1520 Burglary of a motor vehicle 4300 Lemac 

10/11/2011 4615-1800 Burglary of a motor vehicle x2 10400 Cliffwood 

10/12/2011 0900 Forgery* 9900 Cliffwood 

          

9/2-6/2011 1530(2)-0900(6) Burglary of a building 4700 McDermed 

9/6/2011 0900 Burglary of a motor vehicle 10400 Cliffwood 

9/8/2011 1015 Burglary of a motor vehicle 4600 O'Meara 

9/16/2011 0620-2000 Burglary of a habitation 10400 Cliffwood 

9/19/2011 1015 Criminal Trespass 9200 Cliffwood 

9/21/2011 1030 Burglary of a habitation 4400 Cheena 

9/21/2011 1400 Harassment 4400 Woodvalley 

9/26-27/2011 1630(26)-0745(27) Burglary of a building 4700 McDermed 

9/28/2011 0900-0915 Burglary of a motor vehicle 9000 Greenwillow 

          

8/9/2011 1300 Burglary of a habitation 4400 Meyerwood 

8/15/2011 1130-1145 Burglary of a motor vehicle 4500 Nenana 

8/18/2011 1405-1507 Burglary of a motor vehicle 4400 Lymbar 

8/19/2011 1635 Attempted burglary of a habitation 10300 Willowisp 

8/30/2011 0030-0800 Auto theft 4400 Woodvalley 

8/30/2011 0000-0600 Burglary of a motor vehicle 9300 Cliffwood 

8/30/2011 0730-2030 Theft 4300 Nenana 

          

7/5/2011 1400 Forgery* 4300 McDermed 

7/12/2011 0130 Criminal mischief 4800 McDermed 

7/28-31/2011 2000(28)-1435(30) Burglary of a habitation 9200 Cliffwood 

          

6/5/2011 1835 Interference with child custody* 4800 McDermed 

6/23/2011 1240-1545 Burglary of a motor vehicle 4300 Silverwood 

6/24/2011 1500 Burglary of a habitation 9800 Greenwillow 

6/25/2011   Theft 4400 Breakwood 

6/26/2011 0415 Burglary of a habitation 4300 Lemac 

6/29/2011 0753 Harassment 4400 Sarong 

          

5/6/2011 2130-2230 Criminal mischief 10100 Willowillde 

5/11-12/2011 2000(11)-0700(12) Burglary of a motor vehicle 10400 Willowisp 

5/12/2011 0410 Burglary of a habitation 4400 Wigton 

5/21/2011 1330 Theft 4500 Nenana 

   *: Incidents deemed not preventable by Willow Meadows Security Patrol 
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Below are the 30-day crime maps downloaded on November 22 for thefts (including burglaries 
of motor vehicles) and then burglaries of homes/garages/apartments/businesses. 

Thefts from mid-October through mid-November in and around Willow Meadows 
 

 
 

Burglaries from mid-October through mid-November in and around Willow Meadows 

 
 

Thefts including burglaries of motor vehicles (BMVs) but not vehicle thefts: It should be 
noted that during this 30-day time period while no thefts show up, there was at least one, on 
Osby, on November 11, where rims/tires were stolen from a vehicle overnight.  As can be seen 
in the crime statistics table, for the 3-month period of August through October, there were nine 
BMVs in Willow Meadows compared to two for the May through July interval.  There was also 
one auto theft in the last three months and none for the three months before that. The burglaries 
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of motor vehicles are ongoing points of frustration to both the residents and the Patrol Officers.  
Despite many cautions about securing valuables out of sight and keeping your vehicles as far 
away from the street as possible, case after case shows that disregard for such advice is still 
widespread.  Caution about your vehicles should be especially heightened during the holiday 
shopping season. 

Burglaries of habitations/buildings: The burglary map shows one in Willow Meadows during 
this recent 30-day period, and seven burglaries are recorded for August through October 
compared to four for May through July. 

With both burglaries of habitations and BMVs up for the recent 3-month period compared to the 
prior three months, we urge our residents to be especially vigilant and report any suspicious 
activity, persons, or vehicles which may relate to burglary suspects or those scouting for 
lucrative homes to burgle to our Security Patrol ASAP.  Please leave a message with the 

answering service if no one is on duty.  The quickly generated emails 
from the answering service are sent to four inboxes for short order 
scrutiny and/or follow-up by the next officer on duty.  Don’t be put off 
by the answering service message header before a live person 
responds to your call.  Your call does not go to an answering machine 
but always to someone live. 

As Officer Duran, pictured at left, recommended at the June General 
Meeting, do not leave the boxes from major appliance, computer, and 
TV purchases by your curb for criminals to notice.  Break down the 
cardboard boxes into smaller pieces and put them in your green bin or 
out for trash pickup as close to the actual pickup time as possible. 

See lists of extensive holiday security recommendations in previous 
December issues of the newsletter posted online at www.willowmeadows.org. 

WMCC Security Patrol Factoid: 

This is Officer Aaris Alcover.  If your pet ever goes 
missing, he’s the best Officer to have on the case. 

 

We’ll try to feature informative or fun aspects of 
our other Security Patrol Officers in coming issues 
of the Willow Meadows News. 

 

Also, let us know what other sorts of security 
matters you would like us to cover in future issues. 

 

Please Join the Security Committee 

We could always use more positive and energetic voices to help us work on security matters in 
Willow Meadows.  If you are interested in joining or working with the Security Committee, please 
email us at security@willowmeadows.org.  Even if you cannot join the committee, consider 
volunteering to be a Security Block Captain to help collect contact information from your 
neighbors and distribute the occasional WMCC Security flyer. 

http://www.willowmeadows.org/
mailto:security@willowmeadows.org
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Treasurerôs Report 
By Robert Szafranski 

 

The first order of business is to issue a correction to the Treasurerôs Report from the 3
rd

 

Quarter Newsletter.  While transcribing the numbers into the word processing software, I 

mistakenly entered the Total Assets value in the wrong cell, which also resulted in the document 

showing the number from the 2
nd

 Quarter report.  The corrected Balance Sheet is shown below.  I 

apologize for any confusion or concern. 

The WMCC balance sheet as of late November is shown below and the year-to-date actual 

expenditures and 2011 budget are shown in the table on the following page.  Most of the one-

time expenditures have now been paid and monthly spending is trending as expected.  We have 

begun to dip into the Security Fund donations to pay for patrol hours.  We still have a number of 

households that have not yet paid dues for 2011.  More notices have been sent out.  Please pay 

your dues or you will not be eligible to vote in the upcoming WMCC election. 

 

WMCC Balance Sheet 

 

 

As of  

Nov 23, 2011 

Correction to 

3Q2011 Newsletter ï 

As of August 15, 2011 

ASSETS   

      Bank Accounts   

         Beal Bank CD 30,896.78 30,896.78 

         JP Morgan Chase - Checking 17,766.48 15,130.92 

         JP Morgan Chase - Money Market     113,551.73     136,837.76 

      Total Bank Accounts $162,214.99 $182,865.46 

      Accounts Receivable -8,155.60 -7,825.00 

      Other Current Assets 23.32 23.32 

      Undeposited Funds            225.00           1,100.00 

   Total Current Assets $154,307.71 $176,163.78 

   

   Deferment Account       13,904.00       13,339.00 

TOTAL ASSETS $168,211.71 $189,502.78 

   

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY   

   Liabilities   

      Payroll Liabilities 0.00 0.00 

      Security Officer General Security Fund 35,929.00 41,404.04 

      Security Officer Holiday Bonus Fund           0.00     6,595.00 

   Total Liabilities $35,929.00 $47,999.04 

   Equity   

      Retained Earnings 101,387.03 101,387.03 

      Net Income    30,895.68    40,116.71 

   Total Equity $132,282.71 $141,503.74 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $168,211.71 $189,502.78 
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 Actuals as of 

Nov 23, 2011 
2011  

Budget 
Income   
   Advertising 2,580.00 2,500 
   Annual Dues   
      Fiscal Year Assessments 150,875.00 161,290 
      Prior Years Collections     7,707.40      3,000 
   Total Annual Dues $158,582.40 164,290 
   Late Fees 775.96 1,000 
   Legal Settlement 275.00 0 
   Transfer / Refinance fees 6,025.00 4,500 
   Security Fund Donations 6,500.04 0 
   Interest Income 388.84 300 
   Other Income 2,143.35      1,000 
   WMCC Picnic Income        2,975.00             0 
Total Income $180,245.59 $173,590 
   
Expenses   
   Accounting/Bookkeeping 979.79 3,500 
   Bank Service Charges 168.48 200 
   Braes Bayou Association 200.00 200 
   Deed Restriction Support  4,344.46 8,500 
   General Meeting Marketing 200.00 200 
   General Printing 2,889.43 5,000 
   Insurance for Board 1,198.00 1,000 
   Legal Services/Filing Fees 0.00 5,000 
   Mail/Postage Expense 826.39 2,000 
   Maint. & Beaut. Com 6,127.15 10,150 
   Mosquito Abatement 0.00 2,800 
   Office Supplies 53.03 300 
   PO Box Rental 70.00 85 
   Red Elementary PTO 300.00 300 
   Storage/Office Rent 825.00 1,100 
   United Orthodox Synagogue 300.00 300 
   Website/Technology 177.00 1,100 
   WM Baptist Church 500.00 500 
   WMCC - Other 0.00 1,000 
   WMCC Community Picnic 5,033.21 2,500 
   WMCC Directory 0.00 1,000 
   WMCC Stickers         459.07      500 
   Total Non-Security Expenses $24,651.01 $47,235 
   
   Security   
      Security Committee Misc  96.34 500 
      Security Insurance Costs 20,407.00 20,227 
      Vehicles 12,541.66 13,372 
      Wages, Taxes & Fees   91,703.90    91,104 
   Total Security $124,748.90 $125,203 
   
Total Expenses $149,349.91 $172,438 
   
Net Income $30,895.68 $1,152 
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Share The Joy, Share A Toy! 
 
The Houston Fire Department will be collecting toys to help make this holiday season a joyous 
one for disadvantaged children in the Houston area. Between December 2-20, you can drop a 
new, unwrapped toy by any HFD Fire Station. 
 
For a complete list of fire stations, their locations, or for more information 
please visit:www.houstonfire.org or www.click2houston.com. 
 
For information on toy donations call: 
HFD Public Affairs 832-394-6636 or e-mail: paul.box@houstontx.gov 
 
For information on the Great Toy Giveaway, call 
The Operation Stocking Stuffer Hotline at 832-394-6632 
 
Due to the tremendous demand for toys, we cannot accept any clothing donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have Old Cell Phones? Recycle them! 
 

Help the environment while also helping 

military families cope with deployment! 

 

E-mail me (Erich Wolz) at harris255gop@sbcglobal.net  

to arrange for pick-up. 

 

All cell phones collected will be donated to: 

Cell Phones for Soldiers 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.click2houston.com/
mailto:paul.box@houstontx.gov
mailto:harris255gop@sbcglobal.net
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Maintenance & Beautification 
by Joey Canahuati 

 
 
CONGRATULATIONS - Yard of the Month Winners 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Willow Meadows Civic Club, Inc., we congratulate this homeowner 
on being chosen the Yard of the Month: 
 
 
Homeowner    Address   Month______________ 
 
Resident     4427 Cheena   November 2011 
 
The winner for November installed low water use plants and the landscape did exceptionally well during 
this drought.   
 
This year the winner receives a gift certificate from Austin Landscaping who is sponsoring the 2011 Yard 

of Month. www.austinlandscaping.net                                  
 
Again, thank you for being a considerate neighbor and for showing your pride in Willow Meadows through 
the maintenance of your home, and particularly, your yard. Please visit www.willowmeadows.org to 
nominate future winners.  
 
 
Irrigation & Watering 
 
We are still in Stage 2 water rationing. The rain we are receiving weekly is not enough to make up for the 
drought. Recharging our water reservoirs will take a long time. Please remember to use water wisely. 
There are several new articles speaking of the drought and how this may just be the beginning.  
 
If you don’t have a rain sensor connected to your irrigation system, installing one is very simple, and will 
save you money. All newly installed irrigation systems are required to have a rain sensor. There is a good 
reason behind this.  
 
There is a chance you may be overwatering your yard with your irrigation system this time of year. Based 
on our current water restrictions and no matter if we receive rain or not, the idea is to water on the days 
you’re allowed to water, because that is when you can water. However, we know this time of year rain 
water is about all you need to maintain enough moisture for plants to survive from November through 
February. Based on historical weather data you should be able shut off (or rely on your rain sensor) the 
irrigation system from November through February, unless you install new plants. When we receive 0.5” 
of rain weekly this time of year (as we have been seeing), you may not need to water your yard as much 
as you think. Please stick with me as this information gets a little technical.  
 
ET Rates: We lose about 0.10” of water per day due to Evaporation and plant Transpiration (known as 
ET). Over a 5 day period this equals 0.50” of water loss through ET. Based on these factors: sun, cloudy 
days, evaporation, transpiration, type of soil, dormancy of plants, and other environmental conditions, you 
essentially don’t need to water your yard for up to 4-5 days after we receive 0.50” of rain.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.austinlandscaping.net/
http://www.willowmeadows.org/
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Precipitation Rates: Most irrigation systems in our neighborhood consist of pop-up type spray and rotor 
type heads.  
 

¶ Pop-up spray heads distribute on average 1.5” of water per hour (precipitation rate) and have 
efficiency (actual amount of water that gets to the roots) on average of 65%. Running a spray 
zone for 10 minutes will disperse about 0.25” of water to the root zone (actual 0.16” based on the 
efficiency of the system).   

¶ Rotor heads distribute on average 0.5” of water per hour and have efficiency on average of 75%. 
Running a rotor zone for 30 minutes will disperse about .25” of water to the root zone (actual 
0.19” based on efficiency).  

 
Now that we know both rain factors (ET rates) and irrigation system factors (Precipitation Rates), we can 
rely on rain to provide water for our yards this time of year (November through February) and irrigation 
water is not necessary. However, if we don’t receive rain then we can assume watering your yard 1 day a 
week and 2-3 times that day will be sufficient for the landscape during the dormant winter months.  
 
 
Esplanades 
All trees in our esplanades suffered due to the drought. Most survived however some smaller weaker 
trees died. These trees were removed or will be removed. Thankfully we didn’t lose more as compared to 
other areas in Houston. Future plans call to install new trees in our esplanades. These will replenish the 
old. Irrigation to these new trees will be considered during installation to ensure they get a good start.  
 
At the entry markers new mulch was installed. New seasonal color is not being installed this year as this 
will require watering outside of the Houston Stage 2 restrictions. General maintenance and pruning is 
occurring to keep a neat appearance.  
 
 
Lawns 
Many lawns suffered this year during the drought. St. Augustine lawns under stress were attacked by 
cinch bugs in July and August. You can determine an infestation by noticing the lawn dying away from 
paved areas. Watering the yard seems to do no good and then you begin to see Bermuda grass growing 
where you had St. Augustine. These are the first signs of cinch bugs. They are hard to see, but some 
hands and knees investigation can reveal their presence. At the first sign of die off, treating for cinch bugs 
is necessary to keep from spreading. Damage done may not be seen for another week or two after the 
first treatment. A second treatment is necessary to ensure they don’t pop-up somewhere else or come 
from another area.  
 
This time of year, stripping the dead grass areas is important and then apply a thin layer of compost 
where grass was removed. The compost will aid in new sod growth (especially in the spring), however 
keeping the weeds out is necessary until new sod has a chance to grow. The new sod can be applied as 
solid sod, or you can try to get the existing sod areas to grow into the compost. Either way ample water is 
necessary to establish a lawn. Hand watering may need to occur due to the water restrictions.  
 
Artificial turf is a popular item and is in high demand. Many arid regions use artificial turf as their lawn. 
Children’s playgrounds and sport fields are switching to artificial turf. Shady areas of yards where you 
want to enjoy a lawn are now possible with artificial turfs. There are many types and varieties of these 
turfs available. Texture and color make for a very realistic look that makes it difficult to see your lawn is 
fake.   The cost are pretty high however, but you can imagine never dealing with or costs associated with 
mowing, edging, weeding, fertilizer, insecticide, fungicide, herbicide, over seeding with rye in the winter, 
and especially all the watering of real lawns.   
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  Sgt. Keith Dubose to Be Honored  
at the WMCC December General Meeting  

 
At the October meeting of the WMCC Security Committee meeting, Sgt Dubose kept 

getting  mentioned concerning a variety of commendable Security Patrol activities 
during the preceding weeks.  These included the following items:  

¶ his already having preemptively handled a residentôs request to check out the 
three potentially suspicious men on Wil lowgrove  

¶ the mobilization of the HPD forces to assist our Security Patrol in setting up a 

perimeter for the criminal trespass/attempted burglary call from the 9200 
Cliffwood area  

¶ finding the abandoned, stolen Jeep from one end of Woodvalley at the other 
end of Woodvalley and getting HPD to link it to burglaries from the previous 

night in Bellaire  

¶ helping an elderly Sarong resident get home after his strength deteriorated 
during a walk that took him near the synagogue  

These responses to calls and instances o f taking his own initiative showed the wide 
range of activities that an astute patrol officer, exemplified by Sgt. Dubose in this 

case, does engage in on behalf of our Willow Meadows residents.  These well 
executed and varied tasks typified the high standa rd of performance that we expect 
from and receive from our patrol officers and were so notably and/or humanely 

carried out by Sgt. Dubose.  

When discussing these recent notable activities and mentioning others from Sgt. 

Duboseôs past, it soon became clear to a number of committee members that this 
fine patrol officer needed to be accorded recognition for 
all that he has done for the neighborhood, and a motion 

was made, seconded, and approved to honor Sgt. 
Dubose at our December General Meeting and to 

presen t him with a gift card as a small token of our 
appreciation.  

Please plan to attend (and bring some neighbors along) 

the upcoming General Meeting to join us in honoring 
Sgt. Dubose.  Those who attended the June General 

Meeting, where Officers Duran and Ham were similarly 
honored, were treated to some insightful commentary 
and responses to questions directed to the officers.  We 

plan to encourage Sgt. Dubose to share some of his 
practical crime fighting experience and personal wisdom 

with us in December as we ll.  
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Willow Waterhole Serves as Community Amenity 
 

¢ƘŜ IŀǊǊƛǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CƭƻƻŘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ²ŀǘŜǊƘƻƭŜ {ǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ 5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ .ŀǎƛƴ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ 
reduction project benefits from the support of organizations dedicated to making it a recreational hub.  
 
wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƎŀȊŜōƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ²ŀǘŜǊƘƻƭŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪ ƻŦŦ {ƻǳǘƘ tƻǎǘ hŀƪ wƻŀŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
stage for the Westbury High School Jazz Band, which entertained local residents at the Willow 
²ŀǘŜǊƘƻƭŜ DǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά{ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΦέ  Houston Independent School District 
Superintendent Terry Grier detailed  future expansion of the Westbury High School campus to the edge 
of Willow Waterhole. 
 
ά²Ŝ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ look 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wŀƻǳŦ CŀǊƛŘΣ tΦ9ΦΣ ǘƘŜ CƭƻƻŘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘ .Ǌŀȅǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ²ŀǘŜǊƘƻƭŜ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ 
 
Flood Control District officials were on hand to provide information about Willow Waterhole 
Stormwater Detention Basin, which is part of the Brays Bayou Federal Flood Damage Reduction Project, 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ .ǊŀȅǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ϸрлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀ cooperative effort between the Flood 
Control District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and includes the widening 21 miles of Brays Bayou 
from the Houston Ship Channel to Fondren Road and from Old Westheimer Road to State Highway 6, 
excavating four stormwater detention basins that when completed will hold the equivalent of seven 
ά!ǎǘǊƻŘƻƳŜǎέ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƳƻŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ он ōǊƛŘƎŜǎΦ 
 
One of those four stormwater detentions basins is the Willow Waterhole Stormwater Detention Basin - 
an interconnected set of six compartments on 280 acres near Willow Waterhole Bayou, South Main 
Street/U.S. Highway 90 A and South Post Oak Boulevard. When completed the basin will hold 
approximately 600 million gallons of stormwater and offer 280 acres of usable greenspace. 
 
The Willow Waterhole basin is being constructed to reduce flooding risks and damages in the Brays 
Bayou watershed and it has been designed by the Flood Control District to be environmentally friendly.   
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
(l. to r.) Dr. Terry Grier, HISD Superintendent; Richard Rodriguez,           Frank Staats, Westbury Coalition for Change; Becky Edmondson,  

Brays Oaks Mgt. District; Larry Marshall, HISD Trustee; Howard            Westbury Civic Club President; Dabney Kennedy, Westbury Area 

Sacks, Willow Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy President                    Improvement Corp. President; Kathleen Ownby, Friends of Westbury 
                      High School Foundation President; Howard Sacks 

  

http://www.hcfcd.org/
http://www.hcfcd.org/
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Trash Schedule 
 

Regular garbage pickup is every Thursday for 

all of Willow Meadows. 

Inside Loop 610, heavy trash/trees/junk is 

picked up on the fourth Thursday of each month. 

Outside Loop 610, heavy trash is picked up 

the first Tuesday of each month. 

Recycling is now picked up every other week 

on our regular garbage day. The neighborhood is 

on what the City calls the Thursday-A schedule. 

This schedule was mailed to homes earlier in the 

year and showed dates through October. On their 

website, this schedule was extended through 

December. We should get a 2011 schedule in the 

mail shortly.  

For definitions and holiday schedules, go to 

www.houstonsolidwaste.org. Some information is 

shown on the website in color and cannot be 

reproduced here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I specialize in income taxes, business 
bookkeeping, and elderly financial care. I live in 
Willowbend, office in Greenway Plaza, and make 
house calls as necessary. 

http://www.houstonsolidwaste.org/
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Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

Just like nearly everything else the Willow Meadows Civic Club does, the Willow Meadows 
News is produced and distributed by volunteers.  The only cost to the Civic Club is printing, 
which costs several hundred dollars per issue.  Since we publish four issues per year in early 
March, June, September and December – just before each general meeting – the total cost of 
printing is more than $1,000 per year.  The News accepts advertising for two reasons:  as a 
service to our residents and to help pay for printing. 
Our advertising rates are $40 for a quarter page, $75 for a half page, and $150 for a full page, 
all per issue. Each issue is distributed to the 825 homes in the neighborhood and is posted to 
the Civic Club’s website, www.willowmeadows.org shortly after publication.  The Treasurer 
mails invoices to advertisers shortly after each issue is published or will accept payment in 
advance if an advertiser prefers. 
 
The deadline for sending new ads or changes in ads to the editor for each issue is the 7th day of 
the month preceding the month of publication (February 7 for the March issue, May 7 for the 
June issue, August 7 for the September issue and November 7 for the December issue).  The 
News is only printed with black ink so any color graphics or pictures in ads sent to us will be 
printed in black or gray, but those graphics or pictures will be reproduced in color when the 
issue is posted to the website. Since the News is produced by volunteers and our advertising 
rates are modest, we do not provide the level of service that commercial advertising outlets 
such as newspapers, radio and television stations provide to their customers.  We will assist 
advertisers in arranging simple ads, but we do not provide a graphic design service to create 
elaborate ads.  
 
 We also expect advertisers to notify the editor if they want to stop or change their ads before 
the deadline for each issue; otherwise we will repeat each ad in each following issue until told 
not to.  As an exception to this, if an advertiser specifies in advance that he or she wants to 
place an ad in a specific number of issues, we will place the ad that many times then stop it.  
The content of ads sent to us has not been a problem in recent years, but the editor does 
reserve the right to reject advertisements which would not be a service to our residents or would 
offend our residents. 
 
 
 

Advertising inquiries should be made to 
the editor. The editor prepares the News 
in Microsoft Word software so 
advertisers should send ads to the 
editor by email.  Most formats that MS 
Word can handle are fine.  Advertisers 
should include their mailing addresses 
and telephone numbers in their email 
messages with ads to facilitate invoicing 
by the Treasurer and any contacts by 
the editor which may be required. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.willowmeadows.org/
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